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indirectly from resulting inability to escape enemies. That
is to say, among creatures whose lives are earned on anta-
gonistically, each of the two kinds of conduct delineated
above, must remain imperfectly evolved. Even in such few
kinds of them as have little to fear from enemies or compe-
titors, as lions or tigers, there is still inevitable failure in
the adjustments of acts to ends towards the close of life.
Death by starvation from inability to catch prey, shows a
falling short of conduct from its ideal.

This imperfectly-evolved conduct introduces us by anti-
thesis to conduct that is perfectly evolved. Contemplating
these adjustments of acts to ends which miss completeness
because they cannot be made by one creature without other
creatures being prevented from making them, Taises the
thought of adjustments such that each creature may make
them without preventing them from being made by other
creatures. That the highest form of conduct must be so
distinguished, is an inevitable implication; for while the form
of conduct is such that adjustments of acts to ends by some
necessitate non-adjustments by others, there remains room
for modifications which bring conduct into a form avoiding
this, and so making the totality of life greater.

From the abstract let us pass to the concrete. Recogniz-
ing men as the beings whose conduct is most evolved, let
us ask under what conditions their conduct, in all three
aspects of its evolution, reaches its limit. Clearly while
the lives led are entirely predatory, as those of savages, the
adjustments of acts to ends fall short of this highest form
of conduct in every way. Individual life, ill carried on
from hour to hour, is prematurely cut short; the fostering
of offspring often fails, and is incomplete when it does not
fail; and in so far as the ends of self-maintenance and race-
maintenance aro met, they are met by destruction of other-
beings, of different kind or of like kind. In social groups
formed by compounding and re-compounding primitive hordes,
conduqt remains imperfectly evolved in proportion as there